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OEA RA recognizes retired members

OEA President Reed Scott-Schwalbach celebrates
with Diane Hicks her Lifetime Achievement Award.

Congratulations to Diane Hicks as well as Ruth
Greiner who received OEA-Retired’s Lifetime
Achievement Award. Ruth was surprised with
her recognition at the last OEA-Retired Board
meeting in April.
Diane Hicks retired after more than 30 years
of teaching from South Lane School District. Not
only did she hold numerous roles in her local,
including president and bargaining chair, she
has supported the work of OEA by being on
numerous committee. Diane has been a
participant of the OEA Equity Sparks Program
and joined the select group of BIPOC members
who call themselves “Sparkies.” At the national
level, she participates in NEA’s American Indian/
Alaskan Native Caucus.

Have you heard of the parents’
bill of rights?

by Marleen Wallingford
in school assemblies, field trips and other
We know election time is here when we begin to
extracurricular activities only if parents opt in,
see political ads. I was intrigued when one
rather than opt out.
candidate talked about supporting something
• information on individuals and organizations
called the Parents’ Bill of Rights. What was this
receiving school contracts and funding.
new demand that educators needed to meet?
• visit the school and check in on their child
This is legislation that has been introduced by
during school hours.
Missouri Senator Josh Hawley in November 2021
• view all school records of their child including
but it also has been appearing in 35 states.
information about the collection and transAccording to Fox News “Democrats and their
mission of their minor child’s data
allies in academia increasingly view our schools
• sufficient accountability and transparency
as laboratories for the indoctrination of American
regarding school boards. School board meetings
children.” This Act would empower parents to
pertaining to curricula, safety, and other student
enforce their rights against school systems that
issues shall be held in public and allow for
use federal dollars . Parents would be able to sue
public comments.
school districts who do not comply.
• know about situations affecting their minor
Among the demands of this act would be the
child’s safety in school and be notified in a
right for parents to:
timely manner of all reported incidents
pertaining to student safety, including all crimes
• know what their minor child is being taught in
school including, but not limited to curricula,
or misdemeanors committed by school staff.
books and other instructional materials. It
Parents already have these many of these rights.
would allow parents to make copies of
Others would create major obstacles for educa
curriculum documents.
tors in the classroom who are trying to broaden
their student’s educational experiences.
• information about who is teaching their minor
child including guest lecturers and outside
Giving parents unfettered access to our
presenters. It would allow student involvement
Continued on Page 2.
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Random remarks
by President Bobbi
Yambasu
And So It Ends!
Wow! Just like that, my
time as your OEA-Retired
President is over. By the
end of this month, I will
have completed my terms. The past four years
have been eventful. We have endured a
pandemic, learned to operate more fully in a
virtual world, and begun our work on combatting
systemic inequities.
We have found new ways to conduct the
business of OEA-Retired. Sometimes we have not
liked the changes we have had to make. Despite
being the “oldies”, we have underscored our
ability to adapt. We did learn ‘new tricks!’
I want to thank all of you for all your hard work
– whether on the OEA-Retired Board of Directors,
as part of an OEA or OEA-Retired Committee, or
in your community. All of us have responded to
making sure our values are upheld and
communicated. We have not stood idly by! We
have lobbied via our computers and stood beside

our union brothers and sisters at rallies and on
picket lines. We have continued to “show up.” As
the new OEA Executive Director, Tracey-ann
Nelson, stated during the 2022 OEA RA, OEARetired is the OEA SUPER POWER! We have
always known that and others are recognizing it.
Now, I am ready to take on a new role in the
Association.There are a couple projects in which I
would like to see our organization engage. When
they get off the ground, we will make sure that
you get the opportunity to participate.
I would be remiss if I did not once more,
perhaps as a last hoorah, encourage you to join
one of our committees or task forces (we are
always looking to expand membership). Most
often committees and task forces are meeting via
Zoom – a practice that facilitates members from
around the state to participate.
Once again, thank you for allowing me the
honor of being your OEA-Retired President.

Parents’ bill of rights
Continued from Page 1.
schools could provide security as well as safety
issues and we all know that parents in the
classroom changes the dynamics of the educational experience.
All of this underscores the distrust that is being
created by politicians between the community
and educators. In a poll conducted by NPR, 76%
of parents who have their children in public
schools, agree that "my child's school does a good
job keeping me informed about the curriculum,
including potentially controversial topics.” This is
another manufactured issue that is being used to
drive a wedge between educators and the
community they serve.
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OEA hires

We
remember
by Marleen Wallingford
Our new Executive Director
is Tracey-Ann Nelson. She
began working for OEA
following the retirement of Jim
Fotter. Ms Nelson comes to us
from the Arkansas Education
Association where she worked
from 2015 to the present.
Previously she had been an
education lobbyist in Georgia.
Ms. Nelson is on the board of
Fair Fight which is a non-profit
group dedicated to promoting
fair elections around the
country, encouraging voter
participation in elections, and
educating voters about
elections and their voting
rights. This group was founded
by Stacey Abrams who is
currently running for governor
of Georgia.

Looking
back
by Ray Johnson
As OEA-Retired was formed
in November of 1985, we
continue with a capsulation of
what we did these years ago.
35 years ago
The membership for OEARetired was about 1,200.
30 years ago
Several OEA-Retied officers
attended a training session
with several other statewide
groups on organizing “to
maintain the benefit level and
financial stability of PERS.”

25 years ago
OEA-Retired hosted the
Western Regional meeting of
NEA-Retired with delegates
from 32 states and passed out
Made in Oregon bags that were
filled with products from
Oregon.
20 years ago
The History Committee
completed its task of compiling
the first 18 years of history of
OEA-Retired and presented the
document to the Board.
15 years ago
Forty-six OEA-Retired
delegates attended the Annual
OEA Representative Assembly
in Portland and watched as
Nancy Lewis and Jeanne
Mackie were honored with
Presidential Citations.
10 years ago
Member Glenn Harrison
reported in PrimeTimes on his
involvement in the Northwest
Chapter of the OregonCalifornia Trails Association
that included various positions
as president at both local and
national level. He said his
involvement came from
“having five ancestors who
traveled on the Oregon Trail.”
5 years ago
A Facebook page was
established by the Communications Committee for
member use.

Assembly
meets in
person
by Marleen Wallingford
After two years of virtual
meetings, the Oregon
Education Association
conducted its business inperson at the Holiday Inn at
Jantzen Beach This year some
of the trainings, candidate

speeches and committee
reports were on-line.
Over 460 delegates were in
attendance so the meeting
room was full.
The business of the organization was able to move much
more quickly when we met in
person although the business
lasted until past 8:30 p.m. on
Saturday.
OEA has changed its bylaws
to add an Equity Director to
the OEA Board of Directors
next year.
The only contested election
was for Region I Vice
President. Stephen Siegel from
the Reynolds Education
Association narrowly edged
out Sara Schmitt current
president of the Beaverton
Education Association.
Juliet Safier from Vernonia
was elected as Region II Vice
President and Beth Yarbrough
from Sutherlin is Region III
Vice President. Thuynga Barr
dropped her candidacy for
Racial Equity Director and
supported Lourdes Cruz Luis
from Clackamas ESD who won
the race.
Chris Early from the Umatilla
Education Association who had
been our interim NEA Director
was elected to a three year
term.
Much of our time was spent
on over 37 new business items.
There has been previous
discussion about the Relief
Fund which has grown from
the initial $10 million to over
$33 million. It does provide us
with the financial strength to
be able to support our
members if they go on strike.
There was a motion which was
approved that OEA create one
seat on the relief fund
committee for a retired
member. OEA-Retired is now
seeking volunteers.
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Brown Bag Picnic
11:30 a.m, June 9
Come enjoy our end of the
year get together in the backyard of our outgoing president, Marleen Wallingford .
Bring your own lunch
beverage and chair. We will
provide a dessert and fun.
Meet our new president, Al
Rabchuk who recently retired
from Ida B. Wells High School
in Portland. Al had formerly
been the treasurer of PAT and
was active on the Advocacy
Committee.
RSVP to
marleenwong@gmail.com or
503-927-2766 (call or text)

Region I
Activities
by Ray Johnson
This month’s luncheon for
Region I will be June 20 at
Whelan’s Irish Pub in SE
Portland, with the next one on
July 19 at the Rose City Food
Park in NE Portland.
Attendance has been going
well with an average
attendance of almost 13, and
we continue to pay for lunch
for any member who attends
for the first time.
We gladly welcome
suggestions for restaurants, so
be sure to send your
suggestions to me at
rayugene@gmail.com.

voted in our OEA-Retired
elections.
President - Eileen Wende
Vice President - Maureen
Barnhart
Region II Director - Paul
Schutz
At Large Director (1 year
term) - Janis Eggert
At Large Director (3 year
term) - Vickie Jackson
NEA Delegate - Janet Jackson
OEA Representative Assembly
Delegate/OEA-Retired Board
Directors:
Judy Christensen, Darlene
Cook, Russel Fillis, Paul
Fisher, Ruth Greiner, Vickie
Jackson, Anne Jones,
Cherene Mills, Viki Mulick,
Alex Rabchuk, Bob Rice,
Joyce Rosenau, John
Scanlan, Stephen Travis
Eileen Wende, Pam Wojcik,
and Ardeth Woods

Join OEARetired

2021 through June 1, 2022.
We will announce the winner
in our August issue of
PrimeTimes.
Lifetime Membership
OEA-Retired Lifetime cost is
$250 and NEA-Retired
Lifetime cost is $300. Members
can sign up for Lifetime
membership at anytime
whether they are an active
member or a retired member.
Active members can sign up
for a Pre-Retired membership
after five years of membership
in OEA and NEA and when
they retired they can switch
their Pre-Retired membership
to Retired.
For those members who
cannot afford to pay the
Lifetime membership all at
once. OEA does have a one
year payment plan where you
can pay $10 with your
application and then pay $20 a
month for twelve months .
Members are now able to pay
their membership by credit
card too.
Annual Membership
Retired members who want
to pay an annual membership
can pay yearly. The cost is $25
to OEA-Retired and $35 to
NEA-Retired for a total of $60/
year.
ESP Membership
ESP members join now. The
cost is $25 to OEA-Retired and
$21 to NEA-Retired for a total
of $46/year. OEA-Retired
Lifetime cost is $175 and NEARetired Lifetime cost is $180.
For more information you
can check out our web page at
oearetired@oregoned.org or
contact Terri Domenigoni at
tdomenigoni@comcast.net or
503 654-9910.
We are looking forward to
more activities in the future..
We hope to see you soon!

by Terri Domenigoni
Congratulations to Janelle
Wagner from Astoria. She is
the winner of the fully paid
NEA-Pre-Retired Lifetime
membership that was drawn
from those who signed up
during the 2022 Representative Assembly . She was
excited to win and looking
forward to becoming an active
retired member when she
retires.
We had 22 active members
sign up for Pre-Retired or
Retired membership.
Free membership drawing
OEA-Retired will have one
more drawing for a free NEARetired Lifetime member-ship
on June 1, 2022 for all
members who sign up for an
by Mavis Randklev
OEA-Retired Lifetime
Thank you to everyone who
Membership from August 1,
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Leadership
elected

Explore the
beauty of Italy
by Steven Rosenfeld
The Travel Committee will be
having a Zoom meeting describing
our March 2023 Costa Rica trip on
July 13, 2022 at 7 p.m. Learn
about our exciting Costa Rican
adventure. Call or text Sandi
.
Rosenfeld
for Zoom details.
(Contact information is on
sidebar).
In May 2023, we will begin
touring the fascinating country of
Italy. We will explore the ancient
ruins of Pompeii to the chic charm
of Capri. Enjoy multiple-night
stays in Rome, the Sorrento Coast,
Florence, Venice, and Stresa in the
Lake District and view the
treasures of Classical Rome,
including the Colosseum.
We will walk in the footsteps of
the ancient Romans in Pompeii,
take a boat to the enchanting Isle
of Capri. See the gems of the
Renaissance in Florence's Academy
Gallery, including Michelangelo's
David, marvel at the Leaning
Tower of Pisa and stroll the streets
of Verona.
We’ll stop at a Tuscan winery
and farm for a lunch of regional
specialties and wines. Tour Venice
and walk the Castello district.
We’ll cruise to Isola dei Pescatori,
one of the scenic Borromean
Islands. Delve deeper into its
history and culture as you visit
some of the world’s most beautiful
locales.
Here are the details. Dates are
May 8th to May 20th, 2023. Day 1
begins with your overnight flight
A deposit of $600 is due by
November 2, 2022. Final Payment
is due March 9, 2023. Currently
the cost is $5,599, double occupancy.
Contact Nancy Lewis if you have
questions (contact information is
on the side bar)

OEA-Retired Travel 2023
Costa Rica: A World of Nature
March 5-15. 13 days with 24 meals.
Cost: $3,799
Deposit of $600 due: July 29, 2022
Book before July 29, 2022 and receive a $100 discount.
Final payment: anuary 4, 2023.
For more information go to https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/
1091368
Italian Vistas
May 8-20. 13 days with 16 meals
Cost: $5,599
Deposit of $600: November 2, 2022
Final payment: March 9, 2023
For more information go to https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/
1091507
Kingdoms of SE Asia
October-2023 Details forthcoming.
Spotlight on New Orleans Holidays
December-2023 Details forthcoming.
For questions on:
Japan, Costa Rica or New Orleans, contact Sandi Rosenfeld at
503-880-9953 or sanrosenfeld@gmail.com
For Burgundy, Italy or SE Asia, contact Nancy Lewis at
503-352-4453 or nancyjolewis@gmail.com
Italian Vistas Tour Map
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Foundation
raises funds
by Anne Jones
At the recent OEA Representative Assembly, the Retired
Board members set up and
staffed a Silent Auction to
benefit the OEA Foundation.
We received donations from
active and retired members.
This year in our first “live- in
person’ RA in two years we
collected in one and one and
one half days more money for
the Foundation than ever
before, over $2100.00.
Special thanks to donations
from Dan and Terri Domenigoni whose basket of small
bottles of gin, vodka, and other
liquor was sold for $90;
Shirley House’s hand cut wolf
sold for $70; and Bob Jones
two photographs $175. If I
missed anyone’s special
donations let us know so we
can give you credit.
Super special thanks to Pat
Eder and Bob Jones for staffing
the table for the entire RA, and
to all of the retired delegation
who helped whenever they
could.

Legislators
work for us
by Maureen Barnhart
Senators Wyden and Merkley
and Representative Bonamici
were in state for the grand
opening of the Intel “Mod 3” in
Hillsboro. New chips are
designed in the Oregon
facilities, and those designs are
made in “fabs” in other
location (Arizona, Israel, soon
in Ohio are some) following
the process created in Oregon.
The Senators observed the
importance of continued Intel

expansion in Washington
County—at $3 billion--as
indicative of continued
investment in Oregon. To
address the shortage of
qualified employees for the
semiconductor and advanced
manufacturing industries, Intel
will enroll 10 to 30 high school
students in an apprenticeship
program led by the Hillsboro
School District, the City of
Hillsboro, and “Jobs for the
Future”.
Rep. Bonamici heads the
committee to reconcile the
Senate and House versions of
The America COMPETES Act
before it is sent to be signed by
President Biden.
From Congressional Representative Bonamici’s website:
“The House-passed version of
the America COMPETES Act
includes $52 billion to
accelerate semiconductor
manufacturing and design and
make major investments in
U.S. innovation and
manufacturing. It also
contains several pieces of
Bonamici’s legislation,
including provisions to address
the effects of the climate crisis
on the ocean, improve
workforce development, and
enhance STEAM education.”
Congressman Peter DeFazio,
Congressman Earl Blumenauer,
and Senator Ron Wyden
commended the Biden
Administration’s executive
order to protect old growth
and mature forests. The
lawmakers sent letters in 2021
and 2022 urging the U.S.
Department of Agriculture and U.S. Department of
the Interior to include protection for old growth and mature
forests as part of the agencies’
carbon reduction planning
efforts.
“One of the best tools we

have in the fight against
climate change is protecting
our natural world…” said
DeFazio. “Millions of acres of
old growth thrive in Oregon,
and it should remain that way.”
“This is welcome news for
our entire state heading into
wildfire season with Oregonians counting on the Forest
Service to marshal all its firereduction efforts ASAP as the
needed complement to the fire
reduction investments I got
into the American Rescue
Plan,” Wyden said. “Simply
put, President Biden’s Earth
Day announcement takes on
the climate crisis increasingly
threatening Oregon’s mature
forests. This inventory and
assessment will provide
concrete, science-based data
and give solid information for
where to focus fire reduction
efforts in the urgent need for
more active management to
restore forest health and
resilience before we lose these
treasures entirely.”
Blumenauer shared.
“Protecting old growth and
carbon-rich mature forests is
critical to our nation’s climate
mitigation strategy. These
forests are our most efficient
and effective carbon sinks.
They also provide critical
habitat for wildlife, protect
water quality and quantity, and
increase wildfire resiliency. I
am pleased the Administration
recognizes this and is advancing protections for old growth
and mature forests.”
Ron Wyden joined Peter
DeFazio in promoting Val Hoyle
to succeed DeFazio in CD 4.
Suzanne Bonamici is supporting and campaigning for
Andrea Salinas to represent the
new CD 6. Both candidates are
OEA recommended candidates.
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2022 OEA-RETIRED FALL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
Discover the land between Mt. Hood and the Columbia River
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. ~ September 26 ~ River of Life Assembly Church
979 Tucker Road Hood River, Or.
From I-84 take Exit 62
Reservation for lodging must be made separately
$25 Registration Fee includes meals (dinner excluded), due September 20.
Late Registration Fee, $35.
SEND THE REGISTRATION FORM AND CHECK, MADE OUT TO OEA, TO:
Paul Fisher~ 505 Ashland Street ~ Ashland , OR 97520
Cut Here
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

OEA-RETIRED FALL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
September 26 2022

Member name(s)

$25 X _____ = ________

Email address _____________________________________________ Phone ________________
Guest name(s)

$25X ______=________

Email address _____________________________________________ Phone________________
TOTAL ENCLOSED________________
* Please note dietary needs

Fall Conference to be held in Hood River
by Vickie Jackson
This is our third attempt to
have an in-person conference.
There will be six workshops
to choose from: Senior Fraud,
NEA Benefits, Emergency
Preparedness, Japanese
American History in Hood
River, Nisei Vets: Heroes
Unwelcome and a wine
maker.
There are museums in the
area so we hope you can stay
overnight to experience them.
You will have to make your
own hotel reservations.
Paul Zastrow will host a
picnic at his home on the
Sunday before the conference.

RSVP at pzastrow@gorge.net

Letter to the
editor
Thank you for your front
page piece in the April Prime
Times about critical race
theory. As you indicate, the
right wing is really not trying
to suppress "critical race
theory" from being taught in
K-12 schools. They are trying
to suppress any attempt to
teach a fuller version of U.S.
history, one that is alert to the
roots of racial inequality. I love

seeing a piece like this in a
newsletter for retired educators -- we are still retired, but
we are also still educators.
I taught at Grant, Jefferson,
and Franklin High Schools,
and now am curriculum editor
with Rethinking Schools
magazine, and co-direct the
Zinn Education Project, which
has been organizing to defend
teachers attacked for
attempting to alert their
students to a fuller, more
accurate, more critical history.
Thanks for your thoughtful
piece.
Warmly, Bill Bigelow
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OEA Foundation asks:

Can you help provide
an incredible education?

✔Every day, students in our schools need  new school clothes  eyeglasses  warm winter coats  hearing
aids
✔OEA and OEA-Retired members across the state are helping by
making tax-deductible contributions to the OEA Foundation to provide
these basic needs to ensure a better education for these students.
✔ OEA Foundation takes no administrative costs out of your
donation, so100 percent of your contribution goes directly to the
students
to provide the needed items.
✔ Can you mail a check to OEA Foundation (6900 SW Atlanta
St., Portland, OR 97223) to help our students or
donate online at www.oregoned.org/oeafoundatIon?

OEA Founda on asks:

We remember
Lillian Boughton
January 12, 2022
Grants Pass, OR

Have you moved
or changed your
email?
Contact: Chris Jarrett
Oregon Education Association
6900 SW Atlanta St.
Portland, OR 97223
503-495-2153
chris.jarrett@oregoned.org
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You can earn redeemable points for the Founda on by registering your
Fred Meyer Rewards card at www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards
(use Founda on number 85681) or similarly for Amazon at
org.amazon.com.
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